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Disability Rights in Private and Public Housing:

Regardless of whether you live in private or public housing, Federal laws provide the following
rights to persons with disabilities:

¢ Prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities. It is unlawful for a housing provider to
refuse to rent or sell to a person simply because of a disability. A housing provider may not
impose different application or qualification criteria, rental fees or sales prices, and rental or sales
terms or conditions than those required of or provided to persons who are not disabled.

Example: A housing provider may not refuse to rent to an otherwise qualified individual with a
mental disability because s/he is uncomfortable with the individual's disability. Such an act would
violate the Fair Housing Act because it denies a person housing solely on the basis of their
disability.

e Requires housing providers to make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. A
reasonable accommodation is a change in rules, policies, practices, or services so that a person
with a disability will have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling unit or common
space. A housing provider should do everything s/he can to assist, but s/he is not required to make
changes that would fundamentally alter the program or create an undue financial and
administrative burden. Reasonable accommodations may be necessary at all stages of the housing
process, including application, tenancy, or to prevent eviction.

Example: A housing provider would make a reasonable accommodation for a tenant with
mobility impairment by fulfilling the tenant's request for a reserved parking space in front of the
entrance to their unit, even though all parking is unreserved.

e Requires housing providers to allow persons with disabilities to make reasonable modifications.
A reasonable modification is a structural modification that is made to allow persons with
disabilities the full enjoyment of the housing and related facilities.

Examples of a reasonable modification would include allowing a person with a disability to:
install a ramp into a building, lower the entry threshold of a unit, or install grab bars in a
bathroom.

Reasonable modifications are usually made at the resident's expense.

Federal laws define a person with a disability as ""Any person who has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities; has a record of such
impairment; or is regarded as having such impairment."
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Request for Accommodation/Modification Due to Disability

Date:

Requested by:
Name of Individual with condition:

Please describe your request for accommodation/modification:

Please provide verification that your accommodation/modification will ameliorate the effects of
your disability:

Please identify the person providing the verification and provide their contact information:

Signature of Resident/Applicant Signature of Medical verifier or EFMP
Coordinator

Agent for the owner

Military Housing Manager
Request Approved: Request Approved at Resident’s Expense:

Request Denied: Date:
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